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Lockheed Martin is the Title Sponsor of the Astronaut Training Experience®

at Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex
Partnership Becomes Official During Kick-Off Event
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(L-R) Dee Maynard, private education program manager, Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex, Rick Abramson,
chief customer officer, Delaware North; Robert Cabana, center director, Kennedy Space Center; Lisa Callahan, vice
president and general manager, Commercial Civil Space at Lockheed Martin Space; Jim Houser, executive vice
president and chief operating officer, Delaware North; Therrin Protze, chief operating officer, Kennedy Space
Center Visitor Complex celebrate the unveiling of Lockheed Martin as the title sponsor for the Astronaut Training
Experience at Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex.

CAPE CANAVERAL, August 16, 2018 - KENNEDY SPACE CENTER - A ceremony
today at Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex marked the official kick-off of Lockheed
Martin as the title sponsor for the Astronaut Training Experience® (ATX), the newest venue at
the visitor complex. The occasion was marked with fanfare and celebrations as representatives
from Lockheed Martin pressed a ceremonial “launch” button to signify the official beginning of
the relationship with Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex.

In addition, students from Stone Middle School and Southwest Middle School tested their skills
in the Astronaut Training Experience program during which they discovered what it would be
like to train like the next generation of space explorers who will travel to Mars. Through the rest
of this year, fifth graders (for fall of 2018) throughout the country who visit with a full-
admission-paying-adult*, will receive free, one-day admission to Kennedy Space Center Visitor
Complex and be able to explore on their own, though the Astronaut Training Experience and
Mars Base 1 are add-on experiences.


https://www.kennedyspacecenter.com/explore-attractions/all-attractions/astronaut-training-experience
https://www.kennedyspacecenter.com/info/tickets#SpecialOffers

ATX and Mars Base 1 use immersive simulation technology to transport participants to Mars,
train them to live and work in the harshest environments and teach them what it’s like to travel to
the Red Planet, using real NASA science to address engineering challenges.

In comments delivered at the event, Lisa Callahan, vice president and general manager for
Commercial Civil Space at Lockheed Martin said, “This is an exciting time in human
spaceflight. We’re building the Orion spacecraft here at the Kennedy Space Center, and it’s my
hope that one of the students learning in the Astronaut Training Experience will one day be one
of the astronauts that flies Orion to Mars.”

The Astronaut Training Experience boasts the most high-tech, hands-on activities available at
Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex through two distinct programs: Astronaut Training
Experience and Mars Base 1. Astronaut Training Experience provides an opportunity for visitors
to train like an astronaut preparing for a mission to Mars. Mars Base 1 provides participants with
a chance to live on Mars, as “rookie astronauts,” while performing base operations along with
real science experiments and engineering tasks.

Located prominently in the heart of Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex, Astronaut Training
Experience activities are designed with a focus on problem solving, communication and
collaboration, making them ideal for team building in an interesting and inspirational
environment. The programs, which are led by expertly trained educators, feature realistic science
and engineering applications, and balance virtual reality with physical experience.

“We are so proud of the new ATX and Mars Base 1 as it offers our visitors the rare opportunity
to really engage with the idea of becoming an astronaut,” said Therrin Protze, COO of Kennedy
Space Center Visitor Complex. “This additional offering allows participants go through the
training and contend with real, on-the-job challenges that astronauts face. They also have the
chance to perform real NASA science experiments and contribute to data that will be used in the
field. We are thrilled to be supported by title sponsor Lockheed Martin on ATX and Mars Base
1, as their rich history of space exploration and technological innovation aligns perfectly with
our mission.”

As part of its title sponsorship, Lockheed Martin has loaned Kennedy Space Center Visitor
Complex a full-scale mock-up of an interactive deep space habitat that visitors can walk through
to see concepts of how astronauts will soon walk in orbit around the Moon. Lockheed Martin is
working with NASA under its NextSTEP program to develop a prototype of a lunar orbiting
habitat for NASA’s Gateway. Visitors will be able to walk through the mock-up display and see
concepts of how astronauts will soon work in orbit around the Moon.

For more information or to book a visit, go to www.KennedySpaceCenter.com.

Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex brings to life the epic story of the U.S. space program,
offering a full day or more of fun, inspiration and educational activities, including the new
Astronaut Training Experience®, which opened in February 2018, as well as Heroes & Legends,
featuring the U.S. Astronaut Hall of Fame®, presented by Boeing, the Kennedy Space Center
Tour featuring the Apollo/Saturn V Center with an actual Saturn VV moon rocket, Space

Shuttle Atlantis®, Shuttle Launch Experience®, IMAX® A Beautiful Planet 3D and Journey To


https://www.nasa.gov/nextstep
http://www.kennedyspacecenter.com/

Space 3D films, Astronaut Encounter, Journey To Mars: Explorers Wanted, Science on a
Sphere®, Rocket Garden, and Cosmic Quest. Only 45 minutes from Orlando, Fla., Kennedy
Space Center Visitor Complex opens daily at 9 a.m. with closing times varying by

season. Admission is $57 + tax for adults and $47 + tax for children ages 3 — 11. Kennedy Space
Center Visitor Complex offers annual passes starting at $82 + tax for adults and $67 + tax for
children ages 3 — 11. For more information, call 877-313-2610 or visit
www.KennedySpaceCenter.com.

Twitter: @ExploreSpaceKSC
Facebook
#JoinTheJourney

*Limit three free children’s tickets per paying adult. Not valid for use with any other offers
(Florida resident, military, etc.)

HitH
Media Contacts:

e Rebecca Shireman, rshireman@delawarenorth.com, 321-449-4273 or 321-213-5926

e Lauren Eisele Walbert, Sandy Hillman Communications, Iwalbert@hillmanpr.com, 410-
616-8943

e Gary Napier, Lockheed Martin Space, gary.p.napier@Imco.com, 720-842-6102



http://www.kennedyspacecenter.com/
https://twitter.com/ExploreSpaceKSC
http://www.facebook.com/KennedySpaceCenterVisitorComplex
mailto:rshireman@delawarenorth.com
mailto:lwalbert@hillmanpr.com
mailto:gary.p.napier@lmco.com

